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You're  gett ing marr ied!  And I 'm sure  you 're  super  excited.  A 

wedding is  just  an opportunity  to  throw a  par ty  for  the  most 

important  people  in  your  l i fe .  It ' s  so  much fun and I 'm excited to 

be  a  par t  of  i t !

Buuuuut  planning this  thing can be  logist ica l ly  hel l ish  haha. 

It ' s  your  f i rst  wedding so  you don' t  have  exper ience  planning a 

wedding!

I  want  to  help  : )  I  blog many more Tips  for  Br ides  on my website 

that  you can access  here :  www.cai l ichung.com/blog

And I  made this  resource  for  you to  break down each par t  of  the 

wedding day-  what  we ' l l  do and how much t ime I  recommend for 

var ious  things!  Just  to  le t  you know what  to  expect .  And when 

I  receive  your  quest ionnaire ,  I  wi l l  a lso  wr ite  up a  personal ized 

recommended t imel ine  for  your  unique wedding!

B efore  we dive  in ,  I  want  to  te l l  you that  your  photographer  should 

be  able  to  capture  beaut i fu l  images  on your  wedding day no matter 

the  s ituat ion!  These  t ips  and tr icks  are  s imply  l i t t le  changes  that 

can be  made for  an idea l  photography-f r iendly  wedding day. 

I GOTCHU



Hair & 
Makeup

I  recommend having hair and makeup f inished before your 
photographer even shows up

 
If  your  hair  and makeup ar t ist  i s  s t i l l  there  when I  show up,  I ' l l  take  a  few 
photos  of  her  apply ing f inishing touches .  But  you ' l l  want  your  photos  to 
capture  you with your  f inished makeup on-  not  ha l f way done. 

PROFESSIONAL HAIR AND MAKEUP IS  ON THE TOP OF 
most  of  my br ides '  check l ists  because  it  looks  amazing on 
camera and removes  the  st ress  of  gett ing ready on your  own. 
It ' l l  s tay  on through the  cr y ing and sweat ing and laughing 
you 're  going to  do : )  This  is  the  t ime to  t reat  yoursel f !  Whether 
it’s  lash extensions  or  blown-out  hair,  profess ional  hair  and 
makeup wi l l  g ive  you an extra  boost  of  conf idence in  f ront  of 
the  camera,  and it  a lways  photographs  l ike  a  dream. 
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Recommended Time:  30  minutes
 
Detai ls  are  the  f i rst  thing I  photograph.  Instead of  having me interrupt  last 
minute  preparat ions  for  help  gather ing your  detai ls ,  t r y  to  have  them a l l 
prepared & in  one place  beforehand. 
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details 

Here are  some potent ia l  i tems to  gather.  The more you br ing ,  the  better ! ! ! 
  
• The dress  
• The 3  r ings  
• Br ide ' s  shoes  
• Jewelr y  
• Br ida l  B ouquet 
• Spare  f lowers  
• The vows  
• 2  copies  of  a  wedding invitat ion + envelopes
• Any other  pretty  paper
• Br idesmaid dresses  
• Any fami ly  heir looms you 're  incorporat ing  
• Watches  
• Bibles  
• Per fume bott les  
• Wedding day a lcohol  
• Any g i f ts  to/ f rom fami ly  and f r iends  wedding planning! 



I ' l l  take  a  photo of  your  wedding dress  hanging.  A wooden hanger  adds  a 
sense  of  luxur y and beauty  that  a  plast ic  hanger  just  cannot!  You can even f ind 
personal ized hangers  eas i ly  onl ine  : ) 

Br ing a wooden hanger Give me t ime for these :) 
I bel ieve  that  the  people  present  are  the  most  important  par t  of  any wedding. 
For  the  rest  of  your  specia l  day,  I  wi l l  be  focusing on captur ing you.  But  this 
t ime for  detai ls  i s  my opportunity  to  do just ice  to  a l l  the  work you 've  put  into 
wedding planning!  I  got  into  photography because  I  love  taking pic tures  of 
pretty  people,  but  I  a lso  rea l ly  love  shoes  ; )  
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Gett ing ready photos  are  pic tures  with  you + your  mom + your 
br idesmaids  before  the  day rea l ly  k icks  of f .  If  you have  br idesmaids 
robes ,  I ' l l  photograph you in  those.  And we ' l l  photograph you  
(usual ly  with  the  help  of  your  mom) gett ing into  your  wedding 
dress  : ) 
 
I  recommend having hair  and makeup done sooner  rather  than 
later  because  I 'd  hate  for  you to  be  rushed!  Gett ing ready photos 
are  taken af ter  hair  and makeup are  done.

gett ing ready
the ladies

Look for Windows
 

Most  br ides  get  ready indoors .  But  even 
when you 're  ins ide,  the  most  f latter ing 
l ight  wi l l  s t i l l  be  with  natura l  sunl ight ! 

When I  photograph gett ing ready 
photos ,  I ' l l  open ever y  poss ible  window 
and f l ip  of f  a l l  the  l ight  switches .  You 
can make l ight ing even more dreamy i f 
you choose  to  get  ready in  a  room with 
lots  of  windows and open areas . 

Look for Clean 
backgrounds

Picture  f rames on the  wal ls  and other 
background items make a  photo more 
busy and detract  focus  f rom you.  If  I  can 
remove ar t  of  f rom the  wal ls  and hide  it , 
I  wi l l !  Having clean backgrounds wi l l 
make your  photos  look more t imeless 
and elegant . 
 
It ' l l  l ikely  be  a  messy  havoc in  your 
gett ing ready room.  But  we ' l l  c lear  of f 
a  corner  of  the  room to look clean for 
photos  : ) 

Recommended Al located Time:  40  minutes
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Your mom or  br idesmaids  wi l l  help  you get  in  your 
wedding dress .  Have them change into  their  wedding 

att ire  f i rst  so  they look pic ture  per fec t  whi le  helping you 
prepare! 

have your mom & 
bridesmaids get 

dressed f irst
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Slow Down 
Gett ing ready with your  g ir ls  i s  one of  the  best  par ts  of  your  wedding day!  Tr y  to  leave 

more t ime here  than you are  expect ing that  you’ l l  need.  I  promise  you’d rather  be  able  to 
s low down and enjoy this  t ime than feel  rushed to  get  to  the  ceremony



Getting Ready: The Boys
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If  you hire  a  second shooter,  we can take  gett ing 
ready photos  of  the  groomsmen,  too!  I ' l l  be  with  the 

br idesmaids  and my second shooter  wi l l  be  with  the  boys . 

We' l l  photogaph the  groom putt ing on his  t ie ,  pinning 
boutonnieres ,  any g i f ts  exchanged,  any dr inks  poured, 

and a l l  the  other  shenanigans . 



First Looks
For those  that  don’t  know,  a  f i rst  look is  when you 

pr ivately  see  your  groom for  the  f i rst  t ime before  the 
ceremony.  I  decided to  break it  down and argue both 

s ides  of  the  f i rst  look debate. 
 
 

Pros:
1.  If  you do do a  f i rst  look before  the  ceremony,  we can 

do the  bulk  of  couple  por traits  before  the  major ity  of 
your  guests  arr ive.  As  a  result ,  your  guests  wi l l  spend less 

t ime wait ing for  you to  join them at  the  recept ion.  This 
makes  your  day so  much more enjoyable  for  a l l  the  people 

who have  come out  to  see  you.  
 

2 .  Doing a  f i rst  look a l lows for  more  t ime for  couple 
pic tures .   If  por traits  are  of  high importance  to  you, 

a  f i rst  look is  a  great  way create  tons  of  extra  t ime for 
them!  

 
3 .  F irst  looks  can be  t ru ly  magica l  and hear twarming. 

Af ter  you walk  down the  ais le ,  your  groom won' t  have  the 
opportunity  to  ta lk  to  you about  what ' s  running through 

his  mind.  If  you do a  f i rst  look,  he  wi l l . 



1.  It  breaks  t radit ion for  the  groom to see  you 
before  the  wedding ceremony

 
2 .  Maybe you don' t  want  the  f i rst  look to  be  a 

pr ivate  moment .  You might  want  a l l  your  f r iends 
and fami ly  to  be  able  to  par t ic ipate  in  that 

exper ience  with you. 

cons of  a  f irst  look

WEDDING DAY GUIDE  | 13



bride and groom
portraits

Trust ing your  photographer  is  so  important .  Especia l ly  on your 
wedding day.  You don’t  want  to  have  to  worr y  about  model ing on 
an a lready busy day.  You want  someone else  who can direct  you, 
make you look fantast ic ,  and make your  day less  st ressfu l  and more 
enjoyable .

I  include Engagement  Photos  in  a l l  my col lec t ions  because  I  think 
it ' s  so  va luable  to  take  pic tures  with  the  same photographer  before 
the  big  day.  It ' s  great  pract ice  and lets  you know what  to  expect !
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But  i f  you want  to  spend even more t ime on couple  por traits ,  I  won' t  complain! ! !  : ) 

These  are  the  photos  that  are  going to  end up on your  wal ls  for  the  rest  of  your  l i fe . 
Designate  the  t ime necessar y  to  take  them wel l .  If  other  people  are  present  dur ing this 
t ime,  they ' l l  want  to  ta lk  and we won' t  be  able  to  get  in  a  rhythm taking couple  photos . 

C onsider  being out  of  s ight .

Doing a First Look al lows you to not feel 
rushed and really enjoy couple photos 

 
If  you feel  the  pressure  of  gett ing to  your  recept ion/guests ,  taking couple  photos  can 
feel  rushed.  Doing a  f i rst  look is  a  great  way to  be  sure  to  get  in  great  br ide  and group 

por traits ! 

a l locate at  least 
30 minutes

to couple portraits
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Personality 
Matters 

You’ l l  be  spending t ime a  lot  with  your  photographer.  I 
hope,  independent  of  my work,  I 'm a  person you want  to 

spend t ime with on such an important  day. 





WHEN CHOOSING COLORS FOR YOUR OUTFITS,  WE RECOMMEND 
selec t ing sof ter,  l ighter  tones  and more muted shades .  By avoiding 
u lt ra-br ight ,  bold  colors ,  i t  wi l l  help  br ing a l l  the  attent ion to  your 
faces  and let  the  eye  focus  on the  way you feel  about  each other. 
The camera loves  shades  of  sof t  pink and muted blues ,  mixed with 
sophist icated l ight  neutra ls  l ike  heather  gray,  creams,  leather  brown 
and white .  That  sof ter  color  pa lette  f it s  beaut i fu l ly  into  a lmost  a l l 
natura l  outdoor  environments ,  and especia l ly  compliments  the  deser t .

THE WEDDING 
PART Y
Recommended Time:  30  minutes

 



Invest in a Photographer 
Comfortable handling Large 

Groups
Your photographer  should be  prepared to  adjust  anything that 
is  of f  and be  comfortable  direc t ing a  large  group kindly  and 
ef f ic ient ly. 

Plan for chairs/stairs i f  you have 
a larger bridal party

I  prefer  to  keep my rows of  people  under  10 people.  As  the 
l ine  gets  longer,  the  people  get  smal ler,  and the  faces  get  less 
dist inguishable .  Using chairs  or  stairs  are  a  great  way to  get 
mult iple  rows of  people. 

Bring Flowers for Each of the 
Bridesmaids

Flowers  rea l ly  just  add romance to  ever ything.  They a lso  g ive 
your  hands  something to  do. 
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I  highly  recommend doing a  f i rst  look with your  parent(s) .  It ' l l  take 
ten minutes  max. 

A daughter ' s  wedding day is  an important  day in  the  l i fe  of  a  parent . 
I  think it ' s  super  sweet   to  make sure  that  your  parents  have  some 

t ime with you before  you walk  down the  ais le . 

If  you don' t  plan for  a  f i rst  look with your  parents ,  the  f i rst  t ime 
your  dad sees  you on your  wedding day wi l l  be  outs ide  the  ceremony. 
The second shooter  and I  wi l l  be  wait ing to  capture  you come down 

the  ais le ,  and this  interact ion wi l l  be  missed. 

 

parent f irst  looks
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I  usual ly  photograph the  venue setup before  the  ceremony : )  This  way I  can 
take  empty room shots  before  your  guests  arr ive.  This  a lso  g ives  the  br ide  and 
groom a  chance to  breathe,  re lax ,  and prepare  before  the  ceremony star ts . 

Venue Detai ls
RECOMMENDED 20 MINUTES
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THE CEREMONY



 
I f  you don't  a sk  g uests  to  put  t hei r  phones  away for  t he  ceremony,  I  g ua ra ntee  t hat  when you 

come dow n t he  a is le  you're  going to  see  iPhones  instead faces .  Gua ra ntee  it . 
 

A lso,  T he WOR ST t h ing i s  when you r  photog rapher  i s  ready to  catch a n i mpor ta nt  moment  a nd 
a  g uest  s t ick s  out  t hei r  phone a nd block s  t he  shot!  Recreat ing you r  f i rs t  k iss  won't  ac tua l ly  be 
you r  f i rs t  k iss .  I  promise  t he  professiona l  photo w i l l  look bet ter  t ha n you r  g uest 's  iPhone photo. 

 
As  t he  ceremony sta r t s ,  please  have  you r  of f ic ia nt  a nnou nce to  put  phones  away! 

 

PUT YOUR DAMN 
PHONE AWAY
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IF YOU'RE FLEXIBLE ON 
WHERE YOUR CEREMONY IS 

SET UP
A. Have t he  br ide ,  g room a nd ent i re 

br ida l  pa r t y  in  t he  shade

B.  Or have  t he  su n coming f rom behind t he  a lta r

C .   Tr y  to  ensu re  t hat  ever yone sta nd ing at  t he  a lter  i s  in 
t he  sa me l ig ht ing situat ion (i .e .  you don’t  wa nt  t he  br ide 

in  d i rec t  su n a nd t he  g room in t he  shade!)



who should give 
you away?

It's  t radit ional  for  the  father  of  the  br ide  to  walk  his  daughter 
down the  ais le .  It ' s  wonderfu l  to  watch a  dad accompany his 
daughter  toward someone he  t rusts  to  take  care  of  her  as  wel l 

as  he  has . 

But  recent ly,  many of  my couples  have  been opt ing to  have  both 
their  parents  accompany them down the  ais le .  And why not?  It ' s 

a  great  way to  respect  your  incredible  mom. 
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I  recommend taking fami ly  photos  r ight 
af ter  the  ceremony because  ever yone is 
a lready in  one place.  The number  one 
problem dur ing group photos  is  having to 
hunt  someone down.  We want  to  get  these 
done as  e f f ic ient ly  as  poss ible  so  ever yone 
can go par ty  and enjoy themselves! 

te l l  your family 
where & when to 

meet!

Recommended Time: 30 minutes 
(but varies depending on how big your family is) 

FAMILY PHOTOS
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A few months  before  the  wedding,  I 'm going to  ask  you to  l i s t  out  a l l  the  fami ly 
groupings  you want .  Feel  f ree  to  include names!  You know best  about  any sensit ive 
s ituat ions  or  about  any groupings  that  are  specia l  to  you!  This  is  the  most  t ime 

ef f ic ient  way to  make sure  you capture  ever ything you want . 

p lan the family 
photos you want 

in advance
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There  are  many fun wedding recept ion tradit ions-  and be  sure  to 
ask  around about  any speci f ic  to  your  culture! 

But  please  don' t  feel  bound to  t radit ion.  If  there ' s  something 
that  doesn ' t  feel  "you,"  then don' t  include it !  The point  of  the 
recept ion is  enjoy yoursel f  and par ty  with  your  closest  fami ly 
and f r iends . 

For  the  next  l i t t le  bit ,  I 'm shar ing about  common recept ion 
events .  And any fun recommendat ions  I  have  f rom seeing how 
other  couples  have  done them :) 
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cocktai l  hour
After  the  ceremony,  you 're  going to  be  taking (at  least  fami ly) 

photos .  The rest  of  your  guests  wi l l  be  at  cocktai l  hour  mingl ing 
and wait ing for  you to  join them. 

Reminder :  you can minimize  wait  t ime by doing a  f i rst  look.  Your 
guests  want  to  see  you!

Typica l ly  there  is  something smal l  to  eat  and dr ink : )



Many couples  join  their  recept ion with a  bang!

Your DJ/MC announces  to  your  guests  to  please  f ind their 
seats . 

Then your  wedding par ty  enters  the  venue to  music  dancing. 
They can come out  in  pairs  or  a l l -br idesmaids-at-once-and-

then-a l l -groomsmen-at-once

grand entrance
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AND THEN IT 'S 
YOUR TURN

Come out  da ncing to  t he  cheers  of  ever yone who loves 
you!  Give  a  t w irl  a nd st r i ke  a  pose  <3



It ' s  your  wedding!  You can choose  anyone you 'd  l ike  to  speak. 
Many couples  have  4  speakers :
1 .  Br ide ' s  parents
2 .  Groom's  parents
3 .  B est  Man
4.  Maid of  Honor

But  you can have  as  many or  as  few speeches  as  you 'd  l ike! 
There ' s  no ru les . 

Fun idea: At one wedding I  attended,  af ter  the  prepared 
speeches ,  they  had an open mic  where  any guest  could share  a 
few words!  I  thought  that  was  rea l ly  fun and sweet . 

TOASTS
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DINNER
Providing vendors  dinner  is  customar y.  Unless 
other wise  arranged,  your  vendors  wi l l  eat  when you 
and your  guests  do.

If  you have  a  buf fet ,  your  wedding planner  wi l l 
d ismiss  tables  to  grab food.  If  you don' t  have  a 
wedding planner,  des ignate  that  job to  someone. 



S ome br ides  and grooms go a l l  out  with  a  planned choreography!  Others  just 
s low dance in  each others  arms. 

These  can be  rea l ly  sweet  and s incere.  Or they can be  fun and upbeat .  Do 
whatever  makes  the  most  sense  for  you!

Many couples  only  play  the  f i rst  verse  and chorus  of  a  song. 

the first dance
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You can have  a  one song/dance for  the  br ide&dad and another  song for 
groom&mom. OR you can have  these  duos  go at  the  same t ime. 

These  can be  rea l ly  sent imenta l .  Or  you can do something fun with your 
parents ! 

Fun idea: At one wedding I  attended,  the  br ide  danced with her  father  for 
a  verse  and a  chorus .  Af ter  that ,  the  DJ  invited a l l  fathers  and daughters 
attending the  wedding to  join them on the  dance f loor.  They later  did  the 
same thing for  a l l  moms and sons . 

parent

dances
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Alternat ively,  you can smash cake into  their  face. 

The br ide  and groom are  supposed to  cut  the  cake  together  and then 
feed each other  a  bite . 
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let  them eat  cake



All  the  s ing le  ladies  gather  on the  dance f loor.  The br ide 
throws her  wedding bouquet  (or  a  br idesmaids  bouquet  i f  hers 
is  too big)  over  her  head.  The woman who catches  the  bouquet 

is  supposedly  the  next  to  get  marr ied.

Take a  couple  swings  before  you actua l ly  toss  the  bouquet . 
Kinda l ike  fake  tosses .  If  you toss  on the  f i rst  go,  your  group of 

the bouquet toss
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This  is  the  male  equiva lent  of  the  bouquet  toss .  A gar ter  is  a  band that 
the  br ide  wears  on her  upper  thigh.  During the  recept ion,  she  s its  in  a 

chair  and her  now husband removes  it . 

Af ter,  s imi lar  to  the  bouquet  toss ,  a l l  the  s ing le  gent lemen gather  on 
the  dance f loor,  and the  groom throws the  gar ter  over  his  head.  The 
man who catches  the  bouquet  is  supposedly  the  next  to  get  marr ied.

Take a  couple  swings  before  you actua l ly  toss  the  the  gar ter.  Kinda 
l ike  fake  tosses .  If  you toss  on the  f i rst  go,  your  group of  s ing le  dudes 

probably  won' t  be  ready. 

I  haven ' t  done any ac tua l  research on this ,  but  the  wedding t radit ion of 
a  gar ter  seems to  be  less  and less  popular. 

garter
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Be sure to ask i f  there 
are any wedding 

tradit ions specif ic  to 
your culture!



I  rea l ly  do love  this  par t .  And I 'm going to  be  r ight  there  on the  dance f loor 
with  ya  captur ing the  ac t ion. 

I  recommend only  hir ing a  photographer  and v ideographer  to  capture  the  f i rst 
hour  of  dancing.  Photos  begin to  a l l  look the  same af ter  that  t ime : )

Just  Dance
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A FINAL GLAM 
SHOT

If you're  wi l l ing to  stea l  away for  5  minutes  once  the  dance 
f loor  opens  up,  I 'd  love  to  take  a  night  por trait  of  you two. 
There  are  cer tain  shots  you just  can ' t  get  dur ing the  day : )



a photo request
I don' t  want  to  be  another  vendor  on your  wedding day.  I 'm by 
your  s ide  the  ent ire  day and I  want  to  feel  l ike  a  br idesmaid 
with a  camera.  You should feel  ver y  comfortable  around me and 
hopeful ly  I  make your  a lready joyful  day even better.

 I 'm so blessed to  be  invited into  the  l ives  and stor ies  of  such 
amazing people.  And I  want  a  photo with you two at  some point 
: ) 
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What should br ides  know about  exits?  Just  that  they should have  one! ! !  Your  specia l 
day  deser ves  an obvious  and cl imat ic  ending!

exits



what 're your
options? 

  Spark lers  

  Bubbles  

  F lower  Peta ls  

  C onfett i   

  R ice  

  C olored Smoke B ombs  

  Steamers  

  Glow St icks  

  Ribbon Wands  

  Ba l loons  

  Nothing.  S er iously.  Just  have  ever yone cheer  or  c lap 
or  make an arch for  you run through 

I f  you expect most of your guests to leave 
before the end of the reception, you can have 
an exit  to conclude your ceremony.   
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Don't  feel  l ike  you need to  remember  any of  this !  I  rea l ly  do want  you to  enjoy 
you wedding,  and I ' l l  g ive  you speci f ic  instruct ions  as  the  day goes  : ) 

But  just  as  a  quick recap because  I  l ike  check l ists : 

how I ' l l  help your day run smoothly:
• I ' l l  wr ite  you a  personal ized recommended t imel ine  (or  work with your 

planner  to  come up with one)  af ter  I  receive  your  wedding quest ionnaire                  
• 2  months  before  your  wedding,  I ' l l  g ive  you instruct ions  about  how to  l i s t 

out  des ired fami ly  photos . 
• I ' l l  keep t ime for  you on the  wedding day to  make we keep things  moving 

and capture  ever ything we need to!

prep you need to do in advance:
• Gather  a l l  detai ls  in  one place  the  night  before

• Have of f ic iant  ask  a l l  guests  to  put  phones  down dur ing the  ceremony
• Tel l  a l l  fami ly  members  when and where  they need to  meet  for  fami ly  photos 
• Tel l  a l l  wedding par ty  members  when and where  they need to  meet  for  group 

photos
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SEE YOU SOON

I KNOW I  JUST GAVE YOU A LOT TO THINK AB OUT. I  created this  guide 
o  help  you with planning your  wedding day schedule.  At  the  end of  the  day, 
though,  these  detai ls  won’t  matter  nearly  as  much as  the  memories  you make. 
Your  future  memories  are  the  most  important  thing to  me,  and I  want  you to 
feel  f ree  to  be  yourselves  and enjoy it .  Have fun together.  L augh a  lot .  And 
we’ l l  take  care  of  the  rest !

a  f inal  note
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