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Introit    Ach, arme Welt   Brahms

 Ach, arme Welt, du trügest mich,
 ja, das bekenn’ ich eigentlich,
 und kann dich doch nicht meiden.

 Du falsche Welt, du bist nicht wahr,
 dein Schein vergeht, das weiß ich zwar,
 mit Weh’ und großem Leiden.

 Dein’ Ehr’, dein Gut, du arme Welt,
 im Tod, in rechten Nöten fehlt,
 dein Schatz ist eitel falsches Geld,
 dess hilf mir, Herr, zum Frieden.

 Thou, poor vain world, deludest me,
 yes, that I grant thee verily,
 and can not still deny thee.

 Ah, thou false world, thou art not true,
 thy glories fade, I know and rue,
 with grief and sorrow try me.

 The honours, riches, thou hast brought,
 in death, in dire distress are naught;
 Thy treasure vain and falsely wraught.
 Lord, give me peace eternal.

 Authorship unknown

Welcome



Preces 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray 
with one heart and mind. 

 Silence is kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your 
presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for 
ever.

All   Amen.



Prayer of Thanksgiving 



Psalmody   Psalm 138

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;
 before the gods will I sing praise to you.

2 I will bow down towards your holy temple and praise your name, 
 because of your love and faithfulness;
 for you have glorified your name
 and your word above all things.

3 In the day that I called to you, you answered me;
 you put new strength in my soul. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord,
 for they have heard the words of your mouth.

5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,
 that great is the glory of the Lord.

6 Though the Lord be high, he watches over the lowly;
 as for the proud, he regards them from afar. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
 you will preserve me;
 you will stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
 your right hand will save me.

8 The Lord shall make good his purpose for me;
 your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures for ever;
 forsake not the work of your hands.

Old Testament Reading   Deuteronomy 21. 22-22.8

 When someone is convicted of a crime punishable by death and is  
 executed, and you hang him on a tree, his corpse must not remain all  
 night upon the tree; you shall bury him that same day, for anyone hung  
 on a tree is under God’s curse. You must not defile the land that the  
 Lord your God is giving you for possession. You shall not watch your  
 neighbour’s ox or sheep straying away and ignore them; you shall  
 take them back to their owner. If the owner does not reside near you  
 or you do not know who the owner is, you shall bring it to your own  
 house, and it shall remain with you until the owner claims it; then you  



 shall return it. You shall do the same with a neighbour’s donkey; you  
 shall do the same with a neighbour’s garment; and you shall do the  
 same with anything else that your neighbour loses and you find. You  
 may not withhold your help. You shall not see your neighbour’s  
 donkey or ox fallen on the road and ignore it; you shall help to lift it  
 up. A woman shall not wear a man’s apparel, nor shall a man put on  
 a woman’s garment; for whoever does such things is abhorrent to the  
 Lord your God. If you come on a bird’s nest, in any tree or on the  
 ground, with fledglings or eggs, with the mother sitting on the  
 fledglings or on the eggs, you shall not take the mother with the  
 young. Let the mother go, taking only the young for yourself, in order  
 that it may go well with you and you may live long. When you build a  
 new house, you shall make a parapet for your roof; otherwise you  
 might have blood-guilt on your house, if anyone should fall from it.

Canticle     A Song of the Lamb   Tambling   

1 Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
 whose judgements are true and just.

2 Praise our God, all you his servants,
 all who fear him, both small and great.

3 The Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns:
 let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory.

4 For the marriage of the Lamb has come
 and his bride has made herself ready.

5 Blessed are those who are invited
 to the wedding banquet of the Lamb.
                  Revelation 19.1b,2a,5b,6b,7,9b
 To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be blessing and honour and glory and might,
 for ever and ever. Amen.

New Testament Reading   1 Peter 3. 1-12

Wives, in the same way, accept the authority of your husbands, so 
that, even if some of them do not obey the word, they may be won 
over without a word by their wives’ conduct, when they see the purity 
and reverence of your lives. Do not adorn yourselves outwardly by 



braiding your hair, and by wearing gold ornaments or fine clothing; 
rather, let your adornment be the inner self with the lasting beauty of 
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in God’s sight. It was 
in this way long ago that the holy women who hoped in God used to 
adorn themselves by accepting the authority of their husbands. Thus 
Sarah obeyed Abraham and called him lord. You have become her 
daughters as long as you do what is good and never let fears alarm 
you. Husbands, in the same way, show consideration for your wives 
in your life together, paying honour to the woman as the weaker sex, 
since they too are also heirs of the gracious gift of life—so that nothing 
may hinder your prayers. Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, 
sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 
Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, 
repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you 
might inherit a blessing. For ‘Those who desire life and desire to see 
good days, let them keep their tongues from evil and their lips from 
speaking deceit; let them turn away from evil and do good; let them 
seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the 
Lord is against those who do evil.’

Gospel Canticle    Benedictus    Lawes

1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, 
 who has come to his people and set them free.

2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  
 born of the house of his servant David.

3 Through his holy prophets God promised of old  
 to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us,

4 To show mercy to our ancestors,  
 and to remember his holy covenant.

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6 Free to worship him without fear, 
 holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.
            continued...



7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation  
 by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9 In the tender compassion of our God  
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
            Luke 1.68–79
 Glory to the Father and to the Son
 and to the Holy Spirit;
 as it was in the beginning is now
 and shall be for ever. Amen.

Prayers
The response to the prayers is:

 Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer.

Collect for the Day
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: 
grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds 
good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good 
effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.



Lord's Prayer   Wilson
 Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation
 but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.
 Amen.

Notices

Blessing

Anthem    Open thou mine eyes    John Rutter

 Open thou mine eyes and I shall see,
 Incline my heart and I shall desire,
 Order my steps and I shall walk
 In the ways of thy commandments.

 O Lord God, be thou to me a God
 And beside thee let there be none else,
 No other, nought else with thee.
 Vouchsafe to me to worship thee
 and serve thee

 According to thy commandments
 In truth of spirit,
 In reverence of body,
 In blessing of lips,
 In private and in public.

 Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626)
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If you have enjoyed this service and would like to help us continue 
with this work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards  

the worshiping life of the church. 

You can give:

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 
  (texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message),

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving: 

Thank you.


