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Introit O for a closer walk with God Anthony Caesar

O for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame;
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!

Return, O holy dove, return,

Sweet messenger of rest;

| hate the sins that made thee mourn,
And drove thee from my breast.

So shall my walk be close with God,
Calm and serene my frame;
So purer light shall mark the road
That leads me to the Lamb
Text: William Cowper (1731-1800)
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O Lord, o-pen our lips and our mouth shall pro-claim your praise.
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Give us the joy of your sa-ving help
0

—b-
%ﬂ— - e ——————— — @ — 3

and sus-tain us with your life - giv-ing Spi-rit.
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Bless-ed is the Lord, for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
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therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
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and in our song will we praise our God.



The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray
with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your
presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for

ever.
All  Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Blesséd are you, Lord our God, creator and redeem-er of all;
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to you be glory and praise for ev - er.
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From the waters of chaos you drew forth the world
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and in your great love fashioned us in your im-age.
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Now, through the deep wa - ters of death,
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you have brought your people to new birth
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by raising your Son to life in tri-umph.
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May Christ your light ever dawn in our hearts
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as we offer you our sacrifice of thanks and praise.
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Blesséd be God, Fa-ther, Son and Ho-ly Spi-rit:
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Bless-ed be God for ev- er.

Psalmody Psalm 72. (1-7, 11-15)
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Give the king your judgments, O God,
and your righteouness to the son of a king.

Then shall he judge your people righteously
and your poor with justice.

May the mountains bring forth peace,
and tthe little hills righteousness for the people.

May he defend the poor among the people,
deliver the children of the needy and crush the opressor.

May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

May he come down like rain upon the mown grass,
like the showers that water the earth.

In his time shall righteousness flourish,
and abundance of peace till the monn shall be no more.

All kings shall fall down before him;
all nations shall do him service.

For he shall deliver the poor that cry out,
the needy and those who have no helper.
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He shall have pity on the weak and poor,
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.

He shall redeem their lives from opression and violence,
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

Long may he live; unto him may be given gold from Sheba;
may prayer be made for him continually
and may they bless him all day long.

Old Testament Reading Amos 5. 1-17

Hear this word that | take up over you in lamentation, O house of
Israel: Fallen, no more to rise, is maiden Israel; forsaken on her land,
with no one to raise her up. For thus says the Lord God: The city that
marched out a thousand shall have a hundred left, and that which
marched out a hundred shall have ten left. For thus says the Lord to
the house of Israel: Seek me and live; but do not seek Bethel, and do
not enter into Gilgal or cross over to Beer-sheba; for Gilgal shall
surely go into exile, and Bethel shall come to nothing. Seek the Lord
and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. Ah, you that turn
justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground! The one
who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the
morning, and darkens the day into night, who calls for the waters of
the sea, and pours them out on the surface of the earth, the Lord is
his name, who makes destruction flash out against the strong, so that
destruction comes upon the fortress. They hate the one who reproves
in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. Therefore,
because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their
wine. For | know how many are your transgressions, and how great
are your sins— you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and
push aside the needy in the gate. Therefore the prudent will keep
silent in such a time; for it is an evil time. Seek good and not evil, that
you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, just
as you have said. Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the
gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the
remnant of Joseph. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of hosts,
the Lord: In all the squares there shall be wailing; and in all the streets



they shall say, ‘Alas! alas!” They shall call the farmers to mourning,
and those skilled in lamentation, to wailing; in all the vineyards there
shall be wailing, for | will pass through the midst of you, says the
Lord.

Canticle A Song of the New Jerusalem
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Arise, shine out, for your light has come,
the glory of the Lord is rising upon you.

Though night still covers the earth,
and darkness the peoples;

Above you the Holy One arises,
and above you God'’s glory appears.

The nations will come to your light,
and kings to your dawning brightness.

Your gates will lie open continually,

shut neither by day nor by night.

The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land,
or ruin and devastation within your borders.

You will call your walls, Salvation,
and your gates, Praise.

No more will the sun give you daylight,
nor moonlight shine upon you;

But the Lord will be your everlasting light,
your God will be your splendour.

For you shall be called the city of God,

the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel.
Isaiah 60.1-3,11a,18,19,14b

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.



New Testament Reading 1 Corinthians 4

Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s
mysteries. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they should be
found trustworthy. But with me it is a very small thing that | should be
judged by you or by any human court. | do not even judge myself. |
am not aware of anything against myself, but | am not thereby
acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce
judgement before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to
light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes
of the heart. Then each one will receive commendation from God.l
have applied all this to Apollos and myself for your benefit, brothers
and sisters, so that you may learn through us the meaning of the
saying, ‘Nothing beyond what is written’, so that none of you will be
puffed up in favour of one against another. For who sees anything
different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? And if
you received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift? Already you
have all you want! Already you have become rich! Quite apart from us
you have become kings! Indeed, | wish that you had become kings,
so that we might be kings with you! For | think that God has exhibited
us apostles as last of all, as though sentenced to death, because we
have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to mortals. We
are fools for the sake of Christ, but you are wise in Christ. We are
weak, but you are strong. You are held in honour, but we in disrepute.
To the present hour we are hungry and thirsty, we are poorly clothed
and beaten and homeless, and we grow weary from the work of our
own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure;
when slandered, we speak kindly. We have become like the rubbish
of the world, the dregs of all things, to this very day. | am not writing
this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved
children. For though you might have ten thousand guardians in Christ,
you do not have many fathers. Indeed, in Christ Jesus | became your
father through the gospel. | appeal to you, then, be imitators of me.
For this reason | sent you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful
child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ Jesus, as | teach
them everywhere in every church. But some of you, thinking that | am
not coming to you, have become arrogant. But | will come to you
soon, if the Lord wills, and | will find out not the talk of these arrogant
people but their power. For the kingdom of God depends not on talk
but on power. What would you prefer? Am | to come to you with a
stick, or with love in a spirit of gentleness?



Gospel Canticle Benedictus John Harper

1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,
who has come to his people and set them free.

2  He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,
born of the house of his servant David.

3  Through his holy prophets God promised of old
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us,

4  To show mercy to our ancestors,
and to remember his holy covenant.

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6 Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

7  And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9 In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Luke 1.68-79

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.



Prayers

The response to the prayers is:

All

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord's Prayer John Harper

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

Collect for the Day

All

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your
Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born
again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as
your adopted children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and for ever.
Amen.

Notices

Blessing



Anthem | want Jesus to walk with me arr. David lliff

| want Jesus to walk with me
all along my pilgrim journey.
Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
When my heart is almost breaking.
Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me.
Lord, when my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

Traditional Spiritual

If you have enjoyed this service and would like to help us continue
with this work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards
the worshiping life of the church.

You can give:

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10
(texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message),

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving:

Thank you.
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