
 

 

  

              
              



Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Building up God’s people through His word for His world 

 

Easter Sunday 

April 4, 2021 
 

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 

James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is 
why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. In 
word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good news with all the world. Alleluia! 
 

BRASS PRELUDE 
 

 

HANDBELL PRELUDE 

“O Worship the King” 
(Quintessential Brass) 

 

“The Strife Is O’er” 

arr. Charlie Peterson 
 

 

Douglas E. Wagner 
 

WELCOME  Pastor Johann 
 

INVOCATION AND THANKSGIVING 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift 

of baptism. We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that 

your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our 

thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared 

with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us 

with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share 

your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To 

you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” Hymn No. 457 

 

 

 



 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  
 

P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the 
one who is full of compassion. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Fountain of living water, 
C pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild 

what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing 
flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Alleluia, Alleluia, Hearts to Heaven” Hymn No. 477 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FIRST READING Acts 10:34–43 
 

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim 

the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would  

reach out to all people. 
 

L      34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You 

know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord 

of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 

John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 

how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 

with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 

appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people 

and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name.” 

 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM “Crown Him” Mary McDonald 
 

Behold the cross Behold the lamb, 

Behold the sacrifice of God’s salvation plan 

The son of God he came sin of man to claim 

Crown Him Crown Him 

Savior Lord Most Holy 

Crown Him Crown Him 

Christ the Lord of All 

Rejoice, the King, Rejoice the Savior 

Sing high the praise of God in Christ Jesus the son 

Whose death on Calvary was Victory! 

Refrain 

Hosanna in the highest 

Hosanna to the King! 

Refrain 

Crown Him Christ the Lord of All! 
 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 

 

The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the crucified 
and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the Risen One in the 

preaching of this faith. 
 

L      1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, 

if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe 

in vain. 

     3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died 

for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised 

on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 

whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the 

apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of 

the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the 

grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I 

worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

 

 

  



GOSPEL READING John 20:1–18 
 

This morning begins with confusion: the stone has been moved and the tomb is empty. Disciples arrive, then angels,  

and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope emerges, and a weeping woman becomes  

the first to confess her faith in the risen Lord. 
 

P      1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 

the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the 

other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 

into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 

head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other 

disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they 

did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned 

to their homes. 
 

     11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one 

at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 

said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 
14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 

know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 

looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to 

her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 

brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 

she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “This Joyful Eastertide” Hymn No. 482 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

MESSAGE “Stories of Redemption” Pastor Johann 
 

REFLECTIVE RESPONSE   
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING Pastor Johann 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM “Hallelujah Chorus” G. F. Handel 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the 

gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your 

beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

  



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises 

to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of your love 

that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it to 

blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what you have 

made.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. Draw 

together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new beginnings.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or confused, 

those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve. Assure them of your 

promises.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your beloved in 

baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our community.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join with all who 

have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!”  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM “The Lord’s Prayer” Albert Mallotte 
 

Our Father which art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

    give us this day our daily bread; 

    and forgive us our debts 

        as we forgive our debtors; 

    and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom and the power 

    and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

  



BLESSING   
 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of 

life, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” Hymn No. 461 
 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 
 

6 

He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 
 

He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King 

7 

 

 

 
 

8 

He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 

DISMISSAL  
 

POSTLUDE “Excerpt from ‘Hallelujah’” 
(Sanctuary Choir) 

G. F. Handel 

 

 

                                                 +                         +                        +                                                           

 
We hope you will continue to connect with us by liking our Facebook page and following our Instagram account.  

Find them by searching @gslcva within these social media platforms. We also encourage you to subscribe to our 

YouTube channel and follow us on Vimeo so that you don't miss any of our virtual services, kids' messages, and more!  

If you have any questions, please reach out to grace@gslcva.org. 
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Worship Leader & Preacher Pastor Johann 

Director of Music Nemeh Azzam 

Organist Todd Grivetti 

Singers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude 

Adam Cioffari 

Emma Gorin 

Jesus Hernandez 

Jessica Hodges 

Chelsea Holmes 

Ron Holmes 

Eric Hoplin 

Mauricio Miranda 

Kylena Parks 

Alex Razskazoff 

Chrissy Tangredi 

Nigel Tangredi 

Bennett Umhau 

Sanctuary Choir 

Reader 

Video & Audio Production 

Georgia Thorstenson 

Matt Hardy 

Dan Lamaestra 

Worship Materials Support Jeannie Johns 

Donna Neil 

David Nestleroth 

Julie Schorfheide 
 

Special thanks to the orchestra 
 

Violin 
Celeste Blasé 
Raea Leinster 
 

Viola 
Lelia Walker 
 

Cello 
Michael Hermann 

Timpani 
Alex Aucoin 
 

Woodwinds 
Abbigail Lawrence, flute 
Martin Rathmann, bassoon 
Brendan Rau, clarinet 

Quintessential Brass 
Charlie Peterson, trumpet 
Zack Smith, trumpet 
Roger Whitworth, horn 
Dan Haverstock, trombone 
Jan Duga, tuba 
 

Harpsichord/piano 
Tatiana Loisha 

 

 

Portions of this service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #47667. Hymns of this service from Lutheran Service Book. Copyright 2006 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO. LSB license #10005343. 

 

  



STAFF 

Jotham Johann, Senior Pastor 
 Room 209; pastorjo@gslcva.org; 703-439-2754 

Gary James, Assisting Pastor 
 pastorgary@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Andy Muich, Director of Christian Education 
 Room 208; andy@gslcva.org; 703-439-2758 

Susie Hardwick, Preschool Director 
 Room 101; preschool@gslcva.org; 703-437-4511 

Nemeh Azzam, Music Director 
 Room 215; nemeh@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x807 

Julie Schorfheide, Communications Director 
 julie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Heidi Cooper, Director of Engagement 
 heidi@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Georgia Thorstenson, Business Manager 
 Room 212; georgia@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x803 

Jeannie Johns, Administrative Assistant 
 Room 211; jeannie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x802 

Michele Clair, Office Assistant 
 Room 210; michele@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x806 

Holly Vanderhoof, Community Service Coordinator and Discipleship Assistant 
 Room 206; holly@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x213 

Todd Grivetti, Organist 
 Room 215; todd@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x812 

Grace Linder, Communications Assistant 
 grace@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Dan Lamaestra, Praise Band Director and Audio Productions Specialist 
 dan@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Matt Hardy, Video Productions Specialist 
 matt@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
 

BOARD OF SERVANT LEADERS 
Jim Micsan, Chair Leta Kent Anne Morgan 
Ted Lillestolen, Vice-Chair Will Metts  Vicki Peter 
Josh Linder, Secretary   

 

CORE MINISTRY AREAS 

Worship Team Leaders: Georgia Thorstenson and Julie Schorfheide;  

Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
music, seasonal celebrations, arts, worship schedule, Sanctuary Choir, Children’s Choir (Laura Owens), 
traditional, contemporary, physical space, support personnel (e.g., ushers, greeters, acolytes) 

Discipleship  Team Leader: Andy Muich 
adult education, Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, family ministry, children’s ministry, youth ministry 

Parish Life  Team Leader: Brian Cors; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
Life Groups (Brian Cors), member engagement, fellowship events, new member inclusion (Melinda DeWan), 
concerts, public events, picnics, intergenerational events 

Administration  Team Leader: Pastor Johann 
property (Roger Thorstenson), financing the mission (Mike DeWan), stewardship (Don Kidwell), human 
resources/personnel (Matt Franker), communications, contracts, church office, calendar/program management, 
technology 

Mission   Team Leader: Matt Dickert; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
world missions, synod, outreach, social ministry, community service, evangelism, publicity, media, social media 

Congregational Care  Team Leader: Marilyn Voigt; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
member care visits, emergency transportation, maintain roster of the willing, guest follow-up 

 

Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Southeastern District 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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